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GroEg up

In Americ

-

again, “Whai's gone wrong with our chil-
dren?”

The airwaves already are awash in
easy answers: The suspected shooter was
a skinny kid, a target of bullies, an outsid-
er from Maryland, new to the town of
Santee. No doubt 15-year-old Andy Wil-

~ liams was all of those things. Whether
any of it contributed to the high school
freshman's alleged decision to raid his fa-
ther’s gun case arid open fire on his class-
mates on Monday with a .22-caliber re-
volver is another matter.

‘When Carter Norton awoke in her
Connecticut home yesterday to the latest
front-page account of murderous adoles-

kids?” The mother of five children, ages 4

to 15, Norton said she suspects the
thnlogyatmﬂinthuemr
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personal psychology of the
youngde-

) -"ltisaz_?lshwmmupinam-
ciety that is as fast-paced and commer-
u_ﬂlydﬁmuthism_hitmm
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ence life at that more natural pace ”
She was struck, too, after years in Eu-

rope and Japan, by “the age compression
that is going on in the United States_ 3Mu-
sic, .

hate, and sex are all being marketed to
kids from 8 to 13, as if theve is no differ- .
ence among them. It’s the entertainment
indm?ymuimmnﬁsahmdﬁmehﬂ—

In 1999, she and her husband, Chris,
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journey from childhood to

The musical tells the story of an alien
facing the daunting task of persuading a
bhuman child in this cynical age to believe
in himself Proceeds from the production,

Thesonp,wrim:nbyNortonmdper-
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lunme,hntmnuynnngandim
that they are neither alone nor without
hope as they make their way in an in-
cregsingly frenetic worid:
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This isn't meant to be.

You're all cut off by technology.
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